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Bill 390: Indian Education for All
Testimony in support: Amanda Arnold, MHRN
February 9, 2007

It is imperative that a society be in a perpetual state of reexamining its history. We must
constantly do so in order to correct and supplant the potential to repeat past mistakes. To
that end, it is absolutely necessary that we as the people of the great state of Montana
follow though on educational goals which preserve the cultural integrity of the American
Indians. To participate in this effort of cross-cultural understanding means to be true to
our state Constitution.

Article 10, Section 1, Part 2. reads (Educational goals and duties.) The state
recognizes the distinct and unique cultural heritage of the American Indians and is
committed in its educational goals to the preservation of their cultural integrity.

Indeed it is through our differences that we realize the many ways in which we are
united.

All of this being said, it took from 1972 to 2005 to fund this constitutional mandate. |
Having finally done so last session, there has thus far been a shocking attempt to repeal
this effort. The best example of which is the recent cut of $2.9 million to the Indian .
Education Office (OPI) in the House Appropriations committee. We must stem the tide of
these cuts and push for a bold stand on the need for a strong Indian education program in
Montana. To that end, I urge you to honor the ideals that this bill stands for and pass Bill
390, Indian education for all, on to the Senate floor.
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